March Theme
Weather
Leek’s Rainy Day is based around the fact that Leek is trying to get out of the rain. Some times of year
are usually wetter or drier, hotter or cooler (although not so predictably the last two years!). It’s a good
opportunity to look at British weather.
Try the activities below or some of your own.

Activity One: Make a Weather Monitor
Children can either make individual weather monitors or can all contribute to the decoration and build of
a larger classroom one. This can be used daily to help children take note of and record the weather.
For an individual one, you’ll need some card and a paper fastener for each child.
Either the adults or older children should cut a circle of card and an arrow shape.
Children can then draw and colour weather pictures at the 12 o’clock, 3 o’clock, 6 o’clock and 9 o’clock
positions on the circle. Usual pictures are sun, wind, rain and snow. Either pictures of the weather itself
(e.g. raindrops, sun, swirly wind shape and snowflake) or a depiction of life in that weather (e.g. sunglasses, umbrella, bendy trees and a snowman), whatever they are keen to draw.
Then decorate the arrow. The arrow is then attached to the circle with the paper fastener.

Activity Two – Make a Cloud
You need a metal saucer or plate, a glass or something clear, an ice cube or ice pack, and some warm
water. Put the ice into the metal plate to cool it down. When the metal is really cold (you can also speed
this up by putting it in the freezer, but still use the ice to keep it cold during the experiment), pour a
little warm water into the glass and put the metal plate on top of the glass.
You will see a cloud forming near the top of the glass.
This is how clouds form in real life. Warm air from near the ground rises up and when it meets the colder
air in the sky it cools forms droplets of water (condenses) which gives the cloud appearance.

Activity Three – Measure the Rain
Make your own rain gauge to measure the rainfall. This will only work well during rainy or cool periods –
hot weather will evaporate moisture over a few days although the design of the gauge will reduce this.
Cut the top section off a 2 litre plastic bottle, cutting off the pouring section and the sloping neck, so
you’re cutting through the straight vertical side. Invert this into the bottom section. This provides a
good collection surface but a smaller evaporation surface. Fit a measure to the size, either taping on a
paper measure or writing onto tape.
There is a good diagram of this kind of gauge at the Met Office site http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
education/primary/students/the_rain.html
Create a measuring chart to track the rainfall each day for a week or a month.
You can then compare the best places to collect water, how many wet days per month, etc.

